
CONGRESSMAN OLVER ANNOUNCES $350,000 HUD GRANT FOR YOUTH-BUILDING IN HOLYOKE
November 25, 1998

  

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John W. Olver (D-First District)                announced today that Nueva Esperanza, Inc. and the Holyoke Housing                Authority will receive a $350,000 grant from the U.S. Department                of Housing and Urban Development for a skill-building program for                youths in Holyoke. The grant will enable 20 participants to learn                on-site construction skills by working to build 10 three bedroom                units for home ownership.&nbsp; Key participants in the program                will include the Holyoke Housing Authority, Holyoke Community Land                Trust, Puerto Rican Cultural Center, and Holyoke Community College.              

Congressman Olver worked closely with the grant applicants, and                wrote to HUD Secretary Andrew Cuomo asking for an expeditious review                and approval of their application.              

"This grant will enable local agencies and non-profit groups to                work side-by-side implementing a program to improve the lives of                Holyoke youths. By providing hands-on construction training the                program will enable many participants to enter the building trades                profession as an experienced and knowledgeable practitioner," remarked                Olver.              

"Skills-training for Holyoke youths will not only benefit the youth                involved, but the entire community," added Olver.              

The 18-month program will provide local youths, ages 16 - 24, with                intensive education and construction training enabling them to enter                the building trades profession as union apprentices. Several Unions                will have significant roles in this program. In addition, the participants                will spend part of each day receiving GED preparation.              

The construction training will be on-site at both the HOPE VI building                sites and the Holyoke Community Land Trust rehabilitation project.              

For more information on the program, please contact Sarena Neyman,                Grants Administrator for the Holyoke Housing Authority at (413)                539-2220, extension 218.             
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